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Dear Sir: - - 

This communication is in response to the Office Action mailed on September 16, 2002. 

Applicants hereby petition for a three-month extenllon of tim^ in which to respbnd'fo the 
OfSce Action mailed on September 16, 2002, With the granting o/ the foregoing Petition, the - 
time for respondinglo this Office Action is extended to include March 17; 2003, becanse March 
16, 2003, falls on a Simday. The Commissioner is'hereby authorized to charge trust account No. 
50-2613 for the three-nignth*extension fee due herein, and-any'^other fees that may beco] 
or credit become payable diting^tfee pendency of this arffhcation*-* • " 
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: Pr6drugsfor uver specific drug delive. 
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In the claims f*^ ^ ^'^^ ^ 

^ — — 

^ Please caneel QlSTTi^50-64, 89-103, and.! 19-1*54' without pxejudice. The«i^plicants ^ " ^ 

^ ^ reserve the right to pursu^l&aiins to non-elected inventions inl?D5:\^sioTial application, "'^^^ 

*In.^e specification : _ ^ ^i ^ ^ 

- Pleascamend the jjaragraph at p. 34, lines 6-15 to read: ^sf" ^ ,^ . 

Various kinds ^ parent drugs can benefit from ttie prodrug methodology ofthe present ^ 
^ invention. It is preferred that the prodrug phosph(orainid)ate moiety be attached to a hydiroxyp ' --r 
amine, or thiol on the parent drug. In many cases the parent drug, will have rrrany such fimctional 
groups. Thepreferred group selected for attachment of the prodrugas the group'^at is most 
important for biological activity and is chemically suitable for attachment of the prodrug moiety^ 
Thus, the phpsph(oramid)ate moiety will.prevent the prodrug-froiii having.bioIogical'Sctivity. 
An inactive prodrug should limit systemic side effects because higher drug concentrations will "id 
be in the target organ (liver) relative to non-hepatic tissues. The amine shotd'd have at least one --^yx., 
^ N-H bond, arid preferably two. *x , 



^ ^ REMARKS 

* * "' i ' 

Claims 1-158 are pending. The Exaniiner has withdrawn claims 50-64, 89-103, and 119 ^ 

154 from consideration as directed to non-elected inventions. Clainis •1»^9, 65-88, 1 04-1 18, and ^. v 
^ 155-158 stand rejected.- " - ■ - -^-^ 

The Apphcants'respectfiiHy note that claims 1-49, 65-88, 104-118, ati'd iS5-158 ai^lhe 
"^^correct claims and not claims 1-49, 65-87, 104-1 18^ and 155-158, asdndicated by the Examiner 
-^onlthe'OfBce Action Summary Bage. The Examiner has usedthe correct numbers in rest orthe-^f^-"" 
^Office Action. " .j^^ - ^ - 

The amendment to the.specification was merely to correct a typographical- error anlcTdoes 
hot constitute new mattS:. o - * ^ - ^ 



•*i6r 



jnOpIGlALLY CREATED DOCTRINE Of OBVIOUSNESS-TYPJ;*l3^UBLE 
J^ATENTING REJECTION ^ - - ^ -i^^ ^ 



Claims* 1-49,, 65^88, 104-118, and 15^158 have been rejected under the jutffcially created*'*' 
doctrine of obyi&usness-type dolible patenting:^s being unpatentable over claims^5-97, 99-172,F^ ' 
and 174 of the Erion et.al patent, U.S. Patent^No, 6,312,662. The Examirierrsays: 
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